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THE REAL BATTLE
Bruce Dehut

INTRODUCTION - OANALLYO- Vs10

After explaining God® plan for man( salvation, the nature of the church, the standard for amoral life,
and the need for submissionin our human relationships the Holy spirit throughthe apogle Paul now
commences to revea to usthetrue enemies of the cross and how to equip ourselves for the batle for
our souls and where arereal strength is derived.

|. THE SOURCE OF OUR STENGTH -Vs10-1l1a
A. HUMANSVSGoOD

Thearmies of man have and always will come up short agang theforces of the AiImighty God
of heaven. Consder the heartening wordsof king Hezekiah to his people with the ruthless
Assyrian king Sennacherib camped onthar doarstep.

2 Chronicles 32:7-8 "Be strong and courageous, do not be afraid nor dismayed before the king
of Assyria, nor before all the multitude that is with him; for there are more with us than with
him. 8 "With him is an arm of flesh, but with us is the LORD our God, to help us and to fight
our battles." And the people were strengthened by the words of Hezekiah king of Judah.

B. THE BELIEVERS STRENGTH COMESFROM CHRIST

Eph 1:19-21 and what is the exceeding greatness of His power toward us who believe,
according to the working of His mighty power 20 which He worked in Christ when He raised
Him from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places, 21 far above all
principality and power and might and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this
age but also in that which is to come.

[I. IDENTIFYING THE OPPOSITION -Vs11b12

We can only hopeto achieve victory on thebattlefield when we can recognize theenemy. Not every
skirmish is foughtwith opposng armies wearing distinguishing colors (bluevs gray, etc). If we are not
propealy trained to ascertain who thefoeis and what ther tactics are how can we possibly engage
them, much less defeat them?

A. THE WILES OF THE DEVIL

Satan has a battle plan for each oneof usand his methods schemes and strategies are well
laid outto destroy us

2 Cor 2:11 lest Satan should take advantage of us; for we are not ignorant of his devices.
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B. NOT WRESTLE AGAINST FLESH AND BLOOD
1. Wrestle: hand to hand comba

2. We nead a nev mindst

If our oppon@t was of earthly origin we may be able to exercise to become stronge
than them or arm ourselves with thelatest in artillery to outgunthem but this
skirmish is foughton different soil.

Matthew 10:28 "And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. But
rather fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.

C. AGAINST PRINCIPALITIES

Theddinition of theword pertainsto rulers, princes, or preeminent ones. In the context it
seems to be aluding to spiritud bengsmog likely to angles (Jude®6).

These spiritud beingsare referenced often in theletters of Paul and are described as
powerful personayes. (Eph 3:10, Col 1:16,2:14-15& Rom 8:38-39)

D. AGAINST POWERS
Theabovementional spiritud bengsare the capacity to exercise authority and power.
Jesus has already secured the victory.

Col 2:10 and you are complete in Him, who is the head of all principality and power.

Col 2:15 Having disarmed principalities and powers, He made a public spectacle of
them, triumphing over them in it.

E. AGAINST THE RULERS OF THE DARKNESS OF THISAGE

1. Satan is oneof them

Thelanguaye of thetext no doubtwould indudeSatan since heis called the Quler
of thisworldO(John12:31, 14:30& 16:11). All of those tha would band togeher
with Satan to bring theworld unde his control would beinduded.

2. Jesus has provided escape from darkness

Col 1:13 He has delivered us from the power of darkness and conveyed us into the
kingdom of the Son of His love,

3. Theforceto beconqueed

Eph 5:8 For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as
children of light
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Eph 5:11 And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather
expose them.

F. AGAINST SPIRITUAL HOSTS OF WICKEDNESSIN THE HEAVENLY PLACES

It isn@clear if each of theterms designae a separate group of evil beingsbutwe can be
sure tha all of theprevioudy mentionad beingsare oppo®d to anything right and holy and
will use every meanspossible to destroy us

In whaever way thar power is putforth--whether in the prevalence of vice and error; of
supeastition and magic arts; of infiddity, athesm, or antinomanism; of evil cusoms and
laws;, of perniciousfashionsand opinions or in the corruptionsof our own hearts, we are to
make war on all these forms of evil, and never to yield in theconflict.

[11. THE PURPOSE FOR SUITING UP
Why? So we can withgand the ondaught of thetireless enemy previoudy described.
A. StandbVs1]l 13& 14

QAnd having donedll, to stand OMarg., "or overcome." The Greek word means to work
out, effect, or produce; and then to work up, to make an end of, to vanquish. Robinson, L ex.
Theidea seemsto be, tha they were to overcome or vanquish al ther foes, and thusto
stand firm. Thewhole languaye hereistaken fromwar; andtheideais, tha every foewas
to be subdue---no matter how numerousor formidable they mightbe Safety and triumph
could belooked for only when every enemy was dain. (Albert Barnes)

2 Cor 10:4-6 For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty in God for pulling
down strongholds, 5 casting down arguments and every high thing that exalts itself against
the knowledge of God, bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ, 6
and being ready to punish all disobedience when your obedience is fulfilled.

V. THE WHOLE ARMOR OF GOD

" Leaveno unguarded place, no weakness of the soul."”
From the hymn CSoldiers of Christ, AriseO

In 1453thecity of Congantinople (moden Istanbul, Turkey) was besieged by Mudim Turks. The
mighty Byzantine capitol had resisted invasion for nearly athousnd years,; and like the armies before
them, the Turks could not break throughthe city's defenses. Then oneday some soldiersfoundatiny
entryway in thecity wall tha had been left unlocked and unguaded. Quickly the Turks poued through
the opening and stormed the town. Thelast stronghold of agreat empire fell, andthe Mudims were in
postion to sweep across Europe- al because somebodyleft adooropen.

(Jeff Himmel Januay 31,1999, edition of Life Lines)

We cannotundescore enoughthefact tha a Christian mug befully equipped, patial preparationis as
fatal asno preparationat al.
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A. GIRDED YOUR WAIST WITH TRUTH Bvs14A

Officersin the Roman Army wore short skits, very much like Scottish kilts. Over these GkirtsO
they had a cloak (tunic) that they secured at thewaist with a girdle. When they were aboutto
enter into abattle, they would tuck thetunic up under thegirdle, leaving thar legsfree and
unimpeded for thefight. The phrase Qiirding the loinsOwas a symbol of readiness to fight.

B. THE BREASTPLATE OF RIGHTEOUSNESSPVs 148

The GreastplateOwas attached to the belt and provided protection for the uppe torso, front
and back. Thebreastplate congsted of layers of cloth, sometimes with metal greaves attached.
This breastplate was attached to the bdt by leather thongspassed throughringsonthe bottom
to keep it solidly attached. It was anchored to the belt, and it was abovethe bdt. Note: the bdt
had to be putonfirgst, then the breastplate.

Jesus Christ is our Righteoushess Bthe grourd of our Gighteous standingObefore God. Any
QighteousnessOwe could possibly have is the QRighteousnessOof Jesus Christ.

Phlip 3:9 and be found in Him, not having my own righteousness, which is from the law, but
that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which is from God by faith;

C. SHOD YOUR FEET WITH THE PREPARATION OF THE GOSPEL OF PEACE DVvs15

Shoes are absolutely essential to fighting. Imaginea soldier clad in armor from head to footb
butno shoes! How quickly theroughgroundwould tear and bruise his feet. Despite thefact
that he had all the equipment he needed, if he didn® have shoes, hewould be out of combat.
Withoutshoes, his feet would rende him urfit to fight However, with a stout par of shoes, he
would beready and equipped to fight

1. Preparation B2 Timothy 2:15 & 1 Peter 3:15

2. Christ has madefor peace DEph. 2:14-17

3. Bearers of @yoodnewsOhave heautiful feetO- Isaiah 527, Romans 10:15
D. THE SHIELD OF FAITHDVS16
Theshield was an ingeniousdevice by which blows and arrows might be warded off, and the
whole bodydefended. It could be madeto protect the head, or the heart, or thrown behind to
meet an attack there. Aslongasthesoldier had his shield, hefelt secure; andaslongasa
Chrigtian hasfaith, heis safe. It comesto hisaid in every attack tha is made on him, no matter
fromwhat quater; (Albet Barnes)

1. Faith isthekey to victory

Heb 11:1-40 ...11:33 who through faith subdued kingdoms, worked righteousness,
obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions, 34 quenched the violence of fire,
escaped the edge of the sword, out of weakness were made strong, became valiant in
battle, turned to flight the armies of the aliens...
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1 John 5:4 For whatever is born of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory
that has overcome the world--our faith.

E. THEHELM ET OF SALVATIONDVs17A

Thehead of the soldier was amongthe prindpd patsto beddendad, asonit thedeadliest
strokes mightfall, andit isthehead tha commands thewhole body. Thehead is the seat of the
mind, which, when it has laid hdd of the sure Gogpd "hopé' of eternd life, will notreceive
false dodrine or give way to Satan'stemptationsto despar. 1 Thes 5:8 refers to this hdmet as
Qhehopeof salvation OA warrior is emboldened when they have assurance of avictory thus
the Christian mindisfortified in a state of salvation by theforgiveness of our sins

1 Peter 1:13 Therefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and rest your hope fully upon
the grace that is to be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ;

Eph 1:13 In Him you also trusted, after you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your
salvation; in whom also, having believed, you were sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise,

This security of salvationis theresult of God®@ great grace toward usand althoughwe can
throw it aside voluntarily, the enemy can never strip it fromusagans our will.
(C.G. CCollyOCaldwell BTruth Commentaries DEphesians

F. THE SWORD OF THE SPIRITDPVsS17B
1. Going ontheoffensve

Being adisciple of the Lord doesn®@mean we only assume a defensve postion.
There are occasionswhen we are called uponto take it to the enemy.

2 Cor 10:4 For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty in God for
pulling down strongholds,

An ability to quote this (theword of God) on proper occasions and especidly in
times of temptation and trial, has awondeful tendency to cut in pieces the snares of
theadvesary. (Adam Clarke)

2. A weaponwe all can wield

Jesus dispached Satan recorded in Matthew 4:4,7 & 10, not with a show of signsor
some othe miraculousmanifestation, butwith themog formidable weapon
fashionead, theword of God. Our Lord utilized the perfect weaponin disarmingthe
enemy, anditisavailable to all who are willing to brandish it propely.

Heb 4:12 For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-
edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and
marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.

3. ThelLord hasthefind word
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John 12:47-48 "And if anyone hears My words and does not believe, I do not judge
him, for I did not come to judge the world but to save the world. 48 "He who rejects
Me, and does not receive My words, has that which judges him--the word that [
have spoken will judge him in the last day.

V. Prior totaking thefield DPRAY BVs18

Andasit was the cugom of the Grecian armies, before they engaged, to offer prayers to the godsfor
thar success, the apogle shows tha these spiritud warriors mug depend onthe Captain of thar
salvation, and pray with all prayer, i.e. incessantly, beng alwaysin the spirit of prayer, so tha they
should be ever ready for public, private, mental, or gjaculatory prayer, always depending on HIM who
can alonesave, and who alonecan destroy. (Adam Clarke)

No matter how complete the amour; no matter how skilled we maybein the science of war; no matter
how courageouswe may be we may becertain tha withoutprayer we shdl bedeeated. God alone
can give thevictory; and when the Christian soldier goes forth armed completely for the spiritud
conflict, if helooksto God by prayer, hemay besure of atriumph. (Albert Barnes)

Matthew 26:41 "Watch and pray, lest you enter into temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the
flesh is weak."

Colossians 4:2 Continue earnestly in prayer, being vigilant in it with thanksgiving;
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7.

DISCVUSSION Q\VESTIONS:

List some areas where Satan hasreally mounted an attack on your spiritud life.

Are the Devil @ tactics the same for everyone?

Isbeang asoldier of the cross more than jug protecting thefort? Explain.

How much time do you suppo® a Roman soldier spentin training?

How much time should a Christian spend preparing for batle?

How do you knowwhen a soldier® training has been sufficient?

Think of atime tha you could share with the group when you tried to rely on your own strength

and notontha of theLord.

8.

Now share atime when you did trug in theLord and tell howtha turned out
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