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THE APPLICATION OF CHRIST

TO MARRKIAGE & FAMILY
Andy Diestelkamp

Introduction: Paul@ letter to the saints in Ephesus (and perhapsto al thesaints
throughoutAsia) is agoodexample of taking essential prindples of truth revealed by
themind of God and making practical application of thos dodrinesto everyday life.

Indeed, Ephesians can be generally divided into two major sections

1) Chapters1-3- God@plan to redeem and unite man in onebodyin
Christ.

2) Chapters4-6 - thecal for Christiansto order ther lives (walk) ina
way tha isin harmony with ther confessiontha Christ isLord.

Ephesians 2 identifies these themes:

1) Salvationin Christ - vss. 1,2a - from our former walk
2) Our pumposed wak asa Chrigtian - vs. 10.

Ephesians 4 beginswith a pleafor thoe who have respondel to the saving call of
Christ to have awalk tha isworthy of thar calling (vs. 1), and tha we should no
longe walk astherest of theworld walks in vanity (vs. 17). That is nothowwe have
learned Christ (vs. 20). Imitating our Lord, we, too, areto walk in love(5:2), as
children of light (5:8), and aswise (5:15).

Thefocusof thislessonisrooted in the practical application section of Ephesians
as we condsder the application of Christ to marriage and family. Thewalk of a
Christian tha is worthy of our calling as Christiansis a reflection of how we have
learned Christ. Our walk in relationdhip to othersisto congstently bein love,
reflecting Christ@ light, and applying His wisdom Therefore, amongother things
we, as fellow members of thebody of Christ, are to submit to oneanother (5:21).
This submissive spirit has many possible applications but Paul immediately makes
applicationto marriage and family.

. Marriage
A. Is Paul talking primarily about marriage between hudand and wife or the
relationship between Christ and the church?
1. Stated another way:
a. IsPaul usng human marriage to typify or illugrate the relationship of
Christ and the church, or...
b. s Paul usng the relationship of Christ and the church to show God®
intent for human marriages?
2. vs. 32 - is the occasion for questioning wha Paul is actudly speaking
about
a  Wha ismeant by (but! spesk concerning Christ and the churchC?
b. Two possibilities
1) All spoken fromvss. 22-31 is uang human marriage to reveal the
mystery aboutChrist and the church or...
2) Heis clarifying tha the reference to the Qyreat mysteryQis not a
reference to human marriage, butto Christ and the church.
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c. | bdievethelatter for thefollowingreasons
1) Congstently the comparisons made in vss. 22-29 are of human
marriage beng like Christ and the church.

2)

3)

a)

b)

Wha saints had already learned about ther relationship with
Christ is being used to show how they ough to treat one
another.

A cal to make thar marriages hamonize with ther walk in
Christ.

Theflow of though in Ephesiansis from revealing Christ (1-3) to
having awalk tha is congstent with Christ (4-6).

a)

b)

0)

Paul does not use the marriage relationship here to revea
Christ@ relationdhip to the church. He reveaded tha earlier
(1:20-23; 3:17-19).

Knowing about Christ@ headship and love in relation to
mankind teaches us to follow His pdtern in our human
relationdhips- 5:2.

Admittedly, uang Christ and the church as a model for human
relationshipsis difficult for theuninitiated in the gogpd.

It is the profound OnysteryOof Christ revealed tha teaches us how
to behave toward oneanother in thebodyof Christ.

a)
b)

0)

d)

The word mystery is not used in the sense of something tha is

mystical, abgract and beyondour comprehenson.

Quite the opposte, it is used in the sense of a concept tha can

be grasped when supplied with thefacts.

It is congstently used in Ephesians to refer to the message of

thego9d of JesusChrist - 6:19

i) 1:9 - The plan of God to unite in one body all who trug
Christ.

i) 3:3/4- Tha thisindudal Gentiles asfellow hers.

i) 3:9- Now revealed in the church.

The smilarity between the marriage of a man and woman and

Christ and the church istheoneness tha is created.

i) God always intended marriage to be two becoming one
flesh for a pemanent mutud bendit (vs. 31).

i) The married who would be onewith Christ, mus seek tha
same ideal oneness as hudand and wife.

i) The revealed mystery of God is used to guide men and
women who know Christ to be like Christ in al ther
relationships

The married would be wise to read the QualkO texts in

Ephesians 4 & 5 and make application of those prindples to

ther marriages.

i)  Weshould have marriages tha are worthy of our caling.

i) Our marriages should not be like the marriages of the
world.
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B. Wives(vss. 22-24)
1. Submit to your own husands )
a.  Theverb submit means Qo rank or arrangeunde.O

1)
2)

3)

Usudly used in the NT to describe the action of putting oneself
into subjection to another.

The submissive attitude is humble, yielding, and meek and it
manifestsitself by obadience and/or sacrifice.

It does not only apply to women or wives, but, as was expressed in
vs. 21, manifestsitself in ourrelationshipsto oneanother.

b. Itisindructionto women onhowthey should relate to ther husands
c. Thisdoesnotteach tha al women mug submt to all meninall things
2. AstothelLord
a Lord is oneof the mog common terms used to refer to Jehovah and
specifically Jesus

1)

2)

From the Greek kurios - (he to whom a person or thing bdongs
aboutwhich he has the power of deciding; master, lord.O(Thayer)
a) Luke 6:46 - lord only has meaning and value if submission
follows.

b) Malachi 1:6-8 - Not even feigned submission qudifies.

¢) Matthew 7:21-23

As a woman submits to Jesus as Lord, so she is to submit to her

hudand as Lord.

a) 1Peter 3:1-6

b) Women who do not know wha it means to submit to Jesus as
Lord will likely fail to grasp the concept of submitting to ther
hudands

b. Whyisawifeto submt to her husdand as Lord?

1)

2)

Because thehudandis her head as Christ ishead of the church.
a How isChrist head of thechurch?- 1:22 - God made Him so.
b) How isthe husand the head of his wife? - God made Him to
be so.

i) Genesis2:1822-24

i) 1Timothy 2:1213

c) Itwasbydesgntha God created man first.
Theefore, jud as the church is subject to Christ, so wives are to be
to ther own husbandsin everything.

a) Submissionto headshipis notjus when we agree.

i) Thetruetest of thesubmissive spirit is not when we submit
because we agree, but when we yield despite our
disagreement.

i) A wife who only submits to her hudand when she agrees
with his decisons opinions and direction, butis stubbomn,
insubordinate, whinning, or cold when she disagrees is
nether asubmissive wife norasubmissive Christian.

b) Theolde women are suppogd to teach this- Titus 2:4,5

2007 Men@ Weekend Rihle Stiidv



Ephesians5:22-6:9 58

¢) Thewife@® submissonto her hudandis “as to the Lord.”
i) Tha husand does not supplant the lordship of Jesusin any
way.
i) Acts5:29
i) JesusisLord of lordsand tha indudes Lord of husbands

C. Hudshands(vss. 25-31)
1. Loveyourwivesjug as Christ dso loved thechurch.

a  Itisinthis manne tha husbandsGubmitOto ther wives
1) vs 21submittingto oneanothe (submissionis atwo-way street).
2) hudands demondrate thar submission not by submitting to thar

wives as head, but by loving them selflesdly.

3) The spirit of submssion was manifested by Jesus toward the
church.

a) Itwashinted atinvs. 23- Heisthe Savior of the body.

b) Philippians 2:5-8 - exemplifiesthemind we are to have

c) Hebrews2:9- madelower than theangds.

d) John 13:12-17 - Jesus served despite thefact tha He is Lord.

b. Christ gave Himself for the church tha He might
1) Sandify and cleanse it with thewashing of water by theword.

a) Some see in this an allusion to the aleged tradition of a bride
taking a ceremonia bah before thewedding ceremony.

b) However, even if tha is in mind, one cannot ignore the even
stronge scriptural allusonto the practice of bgptism.

c¢) Christ gave Himself that He might set apat and cleanse His
people with thewashing tha is by the Word.

2) Presentit to Himself agloriouschurch, holy and withoutflaw.

c. Thisexemplifieshowahudandisto lovehiswife.

1) Our loveis to be salf-sacrificing and seeking the progress of our
wives.

2) Thisloveisunonditiond. Chrit@was! (Romans5:8).

2. S0, husdandsoughtto lovethdr wives as ther own bodies (vs. 28).

a.  Inkeeping with the secondgreatest command (Mark 12:31).

1) Thiswould all the more apply to the marriagerelationship.

2) Lovedemandstha we treat others as we would betreated.

3) As the head of the marriage relationship it is the obligation and
responsbility of the husdand to take the lead in loving as Christ
loved.

b. Thereason tha men oughtto view ther wives as thar own bodies is
because in marriage Qhe two become one fleshO(vs. 31; Genesis
2:24).

1) Jesusaffirmsthisin his debae with the Pharisees (M atthew 19:6).

a) Thebondof marriageisintended to be so close that thetwo are
for al practical purposes onein mind, pumpogs, goal and hope

b) The love and care shown to the othe becomes as naural as
nouiishing and caring for one3 salf.
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2) Agan, Christ andthe church exemplify this closeness.

a) Jug as Christ (the head) cares for His body (the church), a
hudand (the head)is to congder his wife his body and care for
her.

b) Because of wha Christ has done for us we do not question His
love Our wives should never have to doubtour love for them
because of wha we dofor them.

3) 1Peter 3:7
a) Thisverse beginswith likewise jud as 3:1 did.

i) The entire section beginning in 2:13 calls for submissive
service.
i) Hubandsare submissive to wives asjoint-hdrs.

b) The submssive spirit of the husand will cause him to honor
his wife and desire to live with her, beng senstive to her
needs

¢) Thesubmssive spirit of the husband will love and appreciate
her realms of authority

i) 1Corinthians7:34
i) 1Timothy 5:14
c. Hewholoveshiswife, loves himself.

1) First andforemod this expresses theintended oneness of marriage

2) Itadsoteachestha apropealy loved wifeisaloving wife.

a) A wifewhowill notwillingly submit to her husdandislikely a
wife tha isnotloved as she oughtto be

b) Conveasdy, a hudand tha does not love his wife may be a
hudband tha is hen-pecked, neglected or othewise
disrespected.

3) God gives men theresponsbility to lead in love If hewill do this,
it is to his ben€fit bath spiritudly and maritally, and to thos he
loves.

d. Viewingthewife as hisown flesh, hewill nourish and cherish her.

1) Rightthinking people do not hae their own bodies, therefore right
thinking husandswill lovether own wives.

2) AsChrist and the church are ong so husand and wife are one as
ordaned fromthe beginning.

D. Summary (vs. 33
1. Loveyourwifejug as Christ also loved the church.
a Thecommandto hudandsis not, Gout yourwife in subjection.O
b. Thecommandisto lovehea ashimself.
1) Thisloveisnotcondiiond uponher bengin subjectionto him.
2) Thisloveislike Christ@ and loves even when reviled.
2. Respect your hushand
a  The command to wives is not, Qum your husbands into loving
leaders.O
b. Thecommandisto respect and submit asto theLord.
1) This submssion is not conditiond upon him loving he as he
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ought
2) This submission is like Christ@ submission to the desth of the

Cross.
3.  When we undestand the mystery of Christ@ eternal lovefor and service to
mankind, we knowwhat ourwalk oughtto belikein relationship to others.

II.Parent/Child
A. Children
1. Admonitionisgiven to children meaning offspring, notonly pre-adult.
a Recall tha the letter is written to saints (1:1) and in the context of
Christiansbeing ingructed to submt to oneanother (5:21).
b. The modifying phrase, On the LordOsuggests that those to whom the
command is given undestand and appreciate wha it means
2. (ODbey your parents.O
a.  Toobey isto submit to thewill andingruction of an authority.
1) Tosomethisingruction shows tha the command only has children
in mind who are at home, yet tha assumes wha mug be proved.

a) Nothing scripturally suggests tha once children turn 18, 21 or
some other arbitrary age tha they are free from submission to
paents.

b) Certainly, a changein status is implied once a child marries
(Genesis2:24; 1 Corinthians 7:4,5).

2) Scriptural precedent for adult children submittingto thar parents.

a) Genesis28:1-7 - Jacobwas perhgpsin his 70s

b) Are we to assume the following were jus references to
teenages?

i) Deuteronomy 21:1819
i) Proverbs1:8; 6:20; 23:22; 30:17

Cc) Jesus - subject to parents (Luke 2:51) even in his 30s (John

2:1-11).
b. OntheLordO
1) Thisphraseisnotmodifyingthe personsinvolved.

a) Not sayingto only obey parents who are On the Lord.O

b) Not that children who are On the LordQare required to obey.

2) Tha children@ obalience to paents is an extendon of thdr
submission to the Lord and therefore mug be in hamony with
Christ@ lordship.

c. Qorthisisrightd

1) Qtiswell pleasingto theLordO(Colossians 3:20).

2) ItisGod@will andreceives God@blessing - vss. 2,3

a) Quote from Decaogueto show izow important it was to God
tha children hona thear parents.

i) It is a GirstO commandment; a primary or foundaiond
commandment used by God in every dispensation.

i) Paul notimposng the Law on Christians but proving tha
children submitting to parents has always been important.
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b) Oha it may be well with you and you may live long in the
land.O
i) ThelLaw promised the Israglites that if obeyed, they would
enter the promise land and hold it from geneation to
genedtion.

i) AsChristianswe see thetypeand lookfor the antitype

iii) The implication is not tha individuds that obey this will
have longevity on this earth, but that they will inheit the
promise land and live long (for eternity) therein.

3) The use of (honorfather and motherOalso suppots the view that
the obligaion of children to submit is notlimited to while living at
home.

a) Matthew 15:3-6 - Jesus rebukes efforts to find looploles tha
excuse us from keeping the intent of God® law. Let us aso
beware.

b) 1Timothy 5:3,4 - Honorof parents extendswell beyondliving
unde thar roof and indudes bringing them unde ours. Indeed,
if we will notdo this we are worse than an unbdiever - vs. 8.

B. Fathes
1. Synecdodhefor parents
a.  Thecontext suppotsthis (parents already mentioned - vs. 1).
b. Already observed other texts which demondrate therole of mothersin
training and guiding their children (cf. 2 Timothy 1:5; 3:15).
c. Fathers are specified because it is uponthem as heads of thar wives,
tha the ultimate responsbility for thetraining of children is given.

1) Theremovd of the mother from the chargeis not to relieve her of
responsbility, butto emphasize thefatheG.

2) Men, we are called to be leaders of our families and we cannot
excuse ourselves from tha responsbility.

2. Do notprovokethem to wrath
a. Not an absplute prohibition of doing something which might cause a
child to become angty.

1) The phrase Qorovoke to wrathOcomes from a single Greek word
(parorgizo) andis used only oneothe timein Scripture.

2) Romans10:19

a) Thisquokes from MosesOwarningsaboutwhat would hgppen to
Israel if they abandonel Jehovah (Deuteronomy 32:21).

b) Israel would be punished for he unfaithfulness and actudly
made jealousand angry by His plan to save non-Jews.

i) 11:11- Goddid notdesirethdr fall, butther salvation.
i) 11:14- It was ultimately God® desire to save them.
b. It is deemphasizing the negaive aspects of discipline not forbidding
them.

1) It was not God@® ultimate purpos or god to provoke Isragl to
ange'.

a) However, this does not mean that it was unloving of God to
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b)

ange His children by proceeding with His plan.

Hebrews 12:5-11 - Chastening is not pleasant (at the time it
might ange), but the end sought is the peaceable fruit of
righteousess.

2) Fromanimmature paspective:

a)

b)

May seem tha it@ the parental role to deny children any funin
life.

It is not the primary role of a parent is to frudrate, exasperate
or ange (thoughtha may benecessary).

3) Parentingis more than beingin authority over children.

a)
b)

Parental authority like any other authority can be abused.
Authoritarian control withoutregard for the subjectsis tyranny.

3. Bringthem upin thetraining and admontion of the Lord.
a To oring upGis to nurture or nourish or rear.
b. Orraining®

1) paideia - Qlenotes the training of a child, induding ingruction;
hence, discipling correction, chasteningQ(Vine).

2) Itismodified by (f theLord.O

C.

a)

b)

There are many disciplines in the world, but paents are
admonished to train in the ways of God.

Such training requires a knowledge of God® ways. So parents
mug equip themselvesin order to equip ther children.

3) Hebrews12:7-11 agan.

a)

The ultimate response to those who have disciplined usis to
honorand respect them for ther effort and concern.
i) Respect is not immediate. It comes with maturity by

training.

i) Discipline is a mug regadless of the initial immature
respons.

b) A child who has been paned, angeed, or frugrated by parenta
discipline has not been wronge.

i) On the contrary, one who has not been so disciplined is
essentially fatherless.

i) Ephesians 6:4 is not forbidding parents to do anything
which might ange. It is govaning paental motives. to
train and guide

Admonition

1) It meansto putin mindwhat isright
2) We can take the negaive and postive tha we see daly in others
and ourselves and teach and admonish our children in theLord.
Let usremind ourselves agan whois charged with doing this.
1) Notthegovenment, day care, schools, nanny, community, extended
family, media, or churches.
2) Itispaents, specificaly fathers, who are charged with this role.
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Conclusion: If we are going to walk carefully (Ephesians 5:15) as children of God
(5:1) and children of light (5:8), then we mug, among other things submit to one
antohe in the fear of God (5:21). These are prindples and admonitions which
goven our whole lives induding owr homes. Indeed, it is at home where it has
been ordaned by God to start our training in His ways. The essential qudity of
humble submission which is necessary to walking with our God and one another
as brethren isfirst learned in thehome as it is exemplified by a huand and wife
who are committed to God and then to one another. It is in this blessed union of
mutud submission tha children are trained to imitate their parents as they imitate
Christ.

- Andy Diestelkamp
323E. Indiana Ave.
Pontiac, IL 61764
- (815)8445100
adiestel @verizonnet
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10.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
In Ephesians5:22-33is Paul talking primarily aboutthereationship of

marriage or Christ and thechurch?

Wha does Paul mean when heuses theword mystery in Ephesians? (See 1:9;
3:34,9;5:32;6:19)

How isawifeto submit to her hudand?Compare your answer to 1 Peter
3:5,6 and explain the meaning of the key word.

. Why isawife expected to submit to her huand, and to what extent?

If we are to submit to oneanother (5:21), how does a hudand submit to his
wife? Compare your answer to 1 Peter 3.7.

Why should a hudband love his wife, and to wha extent?

At what ageare children nolonge obligated to honor thar parents? At wha
ageare they nolonge obligated to obey ther parents?

Are paents absolutely forbidden to do anything which provokes ther children
to anga? If not, then explain Ephesians6:4. If so, then explain Hebrews 12:5-
11.

Which of thefollowing are scripturally responsble for raising children:
schools, churches, mothe's, govanments, communities, fathers, media?

Unde theinfluence of which of thefollowing domog American children
receive mog of thar ingruction and guidance: schools, churches, mothers,
govenments, communities, fathers, media?
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