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N o r  Gi v e Pl a c e t o  t h e Dev i l  
Alan Yeater 

 
Intro. 

I.  Paul, at the Spirit’s direction, always premised these prison letters with a great 
principle. 
 

A. Upon that great principle he would build the practical applications. 
B. You were dead before  (Ephesians 2:1 - 5)   

1. If no sense of absolute doom about our condition then we cannot be 
converted. 

2. We first have to hear the bad news about where we are before we can 
appreciate the good news about salvation and redemption and forgiveness. 

C. In Christ you are raised up to enjoy all spiritual blessings. 
D. We must act upon the great principle to bring about changed behavior. 

 
II.  Former walk versus Present walk. 

 
A. “formerly walked” (2:2) 
B. “walk in a manner worthy”  (4:1) 
C. “walk no longer just as the Gentiles” (4:17) 
D. “walk in love” (5:2) 
E. “walk as children of light” (5:8) 
F. “be careful how you walk” 

 
III.  “Therefore” marks the “so what” and identifies transition (2:11; 3:13; 4:1,8,17,25; 
5:1,7,15) 
 
IV.  Shift in focus beginning in chapter 4 
 

A. Imperative form of verbs: 
1. Used one time in chapters 1 – 3. 

a. Note 2:11  “therefore, rememberÓ 
2.  Used 40 times in chapters 4 – 6. 

a. These are not suggestions.  They are commands  (4:25 – 32). 
B. Christ the king (1 – 3)   Christ the Lord (4 – 6)   

1. A prisoner for Christ (3:1)  “a prisoner for Christ JesusÓ (ESV) 
2. The prisoner for the Lord (4:1)  “a prisoner for the LordÓ (ESV) 

C. The term Lord fits the application of the imperatives of (4:25 – 32) 
 

V. Putting on the New Person  (Ephesians 4:17 – 24)  Change in our walk. 
A. The manner of the Gentiles walk (4:17 – 19) 
B. The truth taught by Jesus (4:20 – 21) 
C. Cast off, put off, lay aside old person (4:22) 
D. The righteousness and holiness of the new person controlled by truth. 
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Body: 
 

I.  A New Person based upon a New Principle Practices a New Life.  (4:25 – 32) 
 

A. Note the structure of this text. 
1. We have at least 5 exhortations with regard to believers’ conduct. 
2. Each of these imperatives has three parts: 

a. a negative command  cf. “laying aside falsehood”  (4:25) 
b. a positive command  cf.  “speak truth each one with your neighbor” 
c. the reason for the positive command  “for we are members of one 

another” 
3. The only exception is the reversal of the first two parts in the second 

imperative 
4. The five exhortation are found in 4:25, 26 – 27, 28, 29 – 30, 31 – 32. 

B. Your new behavior must become completely consistent with the kind of person 
you have become.  From the new principle of truth in Christ must come holy 
practice. 

 
II.  Truth and Honesty  (4:25)  Because our Lord himself is the truth, his body must 

reflect the truth. 
A. Don’t lie  (“Lay aside falsehood”)  here we have our negative command. 

 
B. Speak truth – foundational to all relationships;  God, self and others. 

1. Emphasis in context  (4:15,21,24) on truth. 
2. Am I always honest? 

a. Do I shade my confessions to color what others think in my favor? 
b. Do I neglect certain details to make me look better? 
c. Do I lie to avoid getting caught in wrong actions? 
d. Nothing worse than lying.  “All liars” (Rev. 21:8) 
e. Dishonesty corrupts character. 
f. Trying to deceive God results in self – deception. 

 
C. Reason – “we are members of one another” 

1. Honesty is fundamental to all relationships. 
2. Consider the human body: 

a. Human body parts do not lie to other parts. 
b. What if the sensory nerves tell the hand the stove is not hot? – burning. 
c. What if the eyes tell the head the wall is not there? – bruising. 
d. The eye seeing fire does not tell the hand to take hold of a burning 

ember. 
3. In human relationships there is no room for lies for they poison 

communication and breed suspicion instead of mutual trust. 
4. Falsehood and lying destroys the body of Christ.  It must not be tolerated. 
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III.  Don’t let anger be used against you (4:26 – 27)  Order reversed: positive then 
negative. 
 

A. “Be angry and yet do not sin” quote from (Psalm 4:4 - 5) “Be angry, and do not 
sin. Meditate within your heart on your bed, and be still.  Offer the sacrifices of 
righteousness, And put your trust in the LORD.” (NKJV) 
1. Greek “orgizestheÓ “Permissive imperative, not a command to be angry. 

Prohibition against sinning as the peril in anger.”  (RWP) 
a. We compromise with sin in a way which God never does. 
b. In the face of blatant evil we should be indignant not tolerant; angry not 

apathetic. 
2. Greek “heliosÓ   Danger in settled mood of anger…  from parorgizo! , to 

exasperate to anger, occurs only in lxx and here in N.T.  (RWP) 
 

B. “Do not let the sun go down on your anger.” 
1. “Anger is an acid that does more harm to the vessel in which it is stored than 

to the object on which it is poured.” 
2. “Even a righteous wrath by overindulgence may pass all too easily into sin.” 

 
C. “Do not give the devil an opportunity.”  (reason for the command). 

1. Anger which is indulged gives the devil opportunity to exploit its effects. 
2. We must not be ignorant of his schemes  (2 Cor. 2:11) 
3. He will devour us with anger and wrath if we give him a foothold in our heart 

(1 Peter 5:8) 
4. We must learn to be slow to wrath. “So then, my beloved brethren, let every 

man be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath; for the wrath of man does 
not produce the righteousness of God.”  (James 5:19 – 20) 

 
IV.  Quit Stealing/ Work and Give (4:28) 
 

A. Don’t Steal  Time, Money, Work – plagiarize 
1. Stealing is the typical form of using the labor of others to supply our wants. 
2. Thieves are everywhere condemned by God  cf. (1 Cor. 6:10) 

 
B. Labor  

1. The greatest remedy for the desire to steal is good, hard, honest work. 
2. Our workaholic attitude will be modified if we understand the purpose. 

 
C. Reason for work is to give it to those who have need. 

1. The thief becomes the philanthropist. 
2. We work, not to amass things, but to be able to give them away. 
3. Jesus showed us the way.  "I have shown you in every way, by laboring like 

this, that you must support the weak. And remember the words of the Lord 
Jesus, that He said, 'It is more blessed to give than to receive.'" (Acts 20:35) 
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V.   Be Careful Little Mouth What You Say  (4:29 – 30) 
 

A. “ Let no corrupting talk come out of your mouths”  (ESV) 
1. Corrupt -  (sapros). Rotten, putrid, like fruit (Mat_7:17.), fish (Mat_13:48), 

here the opposite of agathos (good). 
2. Speech betrays the heart. 
3. "Brood of vipers! How can you, being evil, speak good things? For out of the 

abundance of the heart the mouth speaks. "A good man out of the good 
treasure of his heart brings forth good things, and an evil man out of the evil 
treasure brings forth evil things. "But I say to you that for every idle word 
men may speak, they will give account of it in the day of judgment. "For by 
your words you will be justified, and by your words you will be condemned." 
(Matthew 12:34 – 37) 

 
B. Just like your hands (v. 28) your mouth is to produce good to benefit others. 

1. Does my speech build up, instruct and provide grace to the hearers? 
2. “If you can’t say something nice, don’t say nothing at all?”  (Thumper) 
3. Do our mouths build up or tear down other members of the body? 

 
C. Do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God  (4:30) 

1. Grief is an emotion experience by a person, not a thing or quality. 
2. Verse 30 can be seen to provide the same reinforcement (the motivation to 

obey the positive command) as the motivation about giving no opportunity to 
the devil  (v. 27) stands in the prohibition against anger. 

3. What I say and how I say it can at the same time give the devil an opportunity 
and grieve the Holy Spirit.  (v. 27, 30) 

4. The Holy Spirit has sealed us unto the day of redemption  (cf. 1:13 – 14) 
 

VI.  Get Rid of the Poison and Pour on the Kindness  (4:31 – 32) 
 

A. Let all be put away (cf. Col.3:8 – 9) 
1. Bitterness  (Gk. pikria)  acridity (espec. poison ) [Strongs].   Note: Heb. 

12:14 - 15  
2. Wrath (rage) (Gk. thumos) passion (as if breathing hard):--fierceness, 

indignation…  
3. Anger (Gk. orge) violent passion, by impl. punishment:--indignation, 

vengeance… 
4. Clamor  (Gk. krauge)  Old word for outcry (Mat_25:6; Luk_1:42). (RWP) 
5. Slander (Gk. blasphemia) evil speaking, railing. 
6. Malice  (Gk. kakia)  evil, badness.  “takes in any attitude or actions which 

intends harm to one’s neighbor.” 
7. “Within the comprehensive listing there is also a progression from anger’s 

inner center through its initial eruption and steady festering to its external 
expression and damaging of others.” 

8. Note the contrast between the above and the qualities described in (Eph.4:2 – 
3) 
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9. The walk of the Christian is the opposite of the above attitudes and behaviors. 
 

B. Be kind, tender-hearted and forgiving.  (Positive commands) 
1. Kind  - Present middle imperative of ginomai, “keep on becoming kind 

(chre! stos, used of God in (Rom_2:4) toward one another.”  (RWP) 
2. Tender – hearted  (Gk. eusplagchnos) well compassioned, i.e. sympathetic:--

pitiful, 
3. Forgiving each other.  Imperative for life in the body and with the head = 

Christ. 
 

C. Motivation – “just as God in Christ also has forgiven you.” 
1. What God has done in Christ for believers, which was the theme of the first 

half of the letter, now provides both the norm and the basis for believers’ own 
behavior. 

2. God’s children are to walk the way He walked  (5:1 – 2) 
3. We must await another opportunity to discuss this segment. 

 
VII.  Conclusion: 

A. We walk according to truth as manifested in the life and teaching of our Lord. 
B. We don’t lie, let anger rule, steal, speak corruptly or allow bitterness and its 

friends to rule our lives. 
C. We cast these evil behaviors away because that is not who we are anymore. 
D. We have been created in righteousness and holiness of the truth. 
E. Our behavior reflects that we will no longer give the devil an opportunity 

because we walk as beloved children of God. 
 
Alan Yeater 
8015 E  150 S 
Lafayette, IN 47905 
Email: alan.yeater@gmail.com 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



Ephesians 4:25-32 

2007 Men’s Weekend Bible Study 

49 

Discu ssion Qu esti ons: 
 

1. What reason was given for each one speaking truth with his neighbor?  (4:25) 
 
 

2. What statement is quoted from the Old Testament in v. 26?  What is the 
original context of the statement? 

 
 

3. How do we practically not let the sun go down upon our anger? 
 
 

4. How do you cope with irreverent and disrespectful behavior when presenting 
the word of God? 

 
 

5. How does our motivation for work mitigate against greed and a workaholic 
spirit? 

 
 

6. In what ways are Bible teachers especially tempted to steal? 
 
 

7. Give examples of how Bible teachers, elders and deacons could be guilty of 
“corrupt talking”  (4:29; Col. 3:8) 

 
 

8. Discuss ways to grieve the Holy Spirit of God  (cf. Acts 7:51). 
 
 

9. What is the connection between this statement and that in Ephesians 1:13 – 
14? 

 
 

10. What is the developmental connection between the six sins listed in (4:31; cf. 
Col.3:8)? 

 
 

11. How has this exposition helped you in your walk with God? 
 
 


