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Wall Br eaking Access
Carl McMurray

Paul begins chapter two with the reminder of where each of the Ephesian Christians had been, i.e., spiritually
dead. He moves through the purpose of God and the work of Christ in bringing the Ephesians (and all of us) to
the point where we can become workers and workmanship of God. His conclusion, especially to the Gentile
Christians in v.11, is, “Therefore remember...” As Peter, in 2 Peter 1:12-13, the apostle here states that there is
something here worth remembering.

I.Remember That You Were Gentiles, Called “Uncircumcision”
A. Gentiles-Gk. Ethne/ethnos- a collective noun that impersonally overlooked individuality, to the
Jews it did not refer to another company, people, or nation, but to ALL other people.
B. Uncircumcision-Gk. Akrobustia (not akroposthia, the medical procedure) — a Jewish term of
contempt of others / term was a label irregardless of medical procedures- Judges 14:3; 1 Sam.
14:6; 17:26; 31:4; etc.
C. Remember... that at one time you were labeled, despised, and separated.

II.That Separation was Real and Personal
Urban legend says we are separated by 6 degrees of separation, 5 other people who know people.
There are actually 5 degrees of separation that distanced the Gentiles from God. Paul said to
remember that separation, before Jesus Christ came.

A. Without Christ, Without even a Connection
1. Jews had connection-1 Cor. 10:1-4, drank from rock, Deut. 18:18-19 > Acts 3:22-24- all
prophets forward
2. But Judaism was not evangelistic, Gentiles had no connection.

B. Without the Commonwealth Of Israel
1. Commonwealth- community, in which citizenship is offered, an organized arrangement
for government, rule, and order. Membership includes freedoms, blessings, protection,
and privileges.
2. Psalm 147:12-20; Isaiah 63:7-9; Amos 3:2, Ezekiel 16:6-14

C. Without the Covenants of Promise
1. Strangers/foreigners to promise and blessings of the fathers (Abraham, Issac, & Jacob)
a. nation Gen. 26:4, 23, land Gen. 15:18; 17:8, children Gen. 15:5,
b. protection Deut. 7:20-24, blessings of womb, herd, flock, crop Deut. 6:11; 7:12-
15, 11:13-15; 28:4-6
c. and possessions Gen. 15:14; Deut. 6:10-11, 28:11-13.

D. Without Hope
1. Romans 9:30 - Gentiles had not pursued righteousness
2. 1 Corinthians 1:21a - not able to find God in their foolishness
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3. Romans 1:18-32 - had rejected the knowledge of God
4. Upon rejecting God, He gave them over...

E. Without God
1. Rom. 1:18ff- had refused God, Idols were no gods
a. no access to spiritual world or life, no prayer, alone

ITII. One Point in Remembering is Appreciation, v. 13-18

A. For that separation being removed. The law is referred to here as...
1. the barrier, the dividing wall, the enmity(2), the law of commandments in ordnances

B. The work of removal is two fold
1. v.14-broke down, v.15-abolishing(nullify) it “in His flesh”, Gal. 3:13-14; Col. 2:14
2. v.15-16-made two into “one new man.” Created a new body
a. v.17-18- peace preached between men as well as with God

IV. What Application Does This Have Today?

A. We are Still the Same Today, Before We Obey the Gospel
1. without Christ - Hebrews 5:9; John 8:31, 15:14; Mark 16:16
2. without commonwealth- the church, Christ’s organization - Ephesians 1:22-23; 1
Corinthians 12:13
3. without covenant of promise- Acts 2:38; Ephesians 5:26-27, Titus 3:5
4. without hope- John 8:24; Acts 4:12
5. without God- John 14:6

B. We Should Heed Paul’s Word to “Remember”
1. to warn the unsaved of where they stand
2. to warn the Christian not to go back to this
3. to help us appreciate reconciliation that is in Christ by His blood.
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Notes on Eph. 2:11-18: Wall Breaking Access

Paul begins chapter two with the reminder of where each of the Ephesian Christians had been, i.e., spiritually
dead. He moves through the purpose of God and the work of Christ in bringing the Ephesians (and all of us) to
the point where we can become workers and workmanship of God. His conclusion, especially to the Gentile
Christians in v.11, is, “Therefore remember...” As Peter, in 2 Peter 1:12-13, the apostle here states that there is
something here worth remembering.

I.Remember That You Were Gentiles, Called “ ”
A. Gentiles-Gk. Ethne/ethnos- a collective noun that impersonally overlooked individuality,

B. Uncircumcision-Gk. Akrobustia (not akroposthia, the medical procedure) — a Jewish term of
of others / term was a label irregardless of medical procedures- Judges 14:3; 1
Sam. 14:6; 17:26; 31:4; etc.

II.That Separation was Real and Personal

A. Without , Without even a connection
1. Jews had connection-1 Cor. 10:1-4, drank from , Deut. 18:18-19 > Acts 3:22-24-
all prophets forward

B. Without the
1. Commonwealth- in which citizenship is offered, an organized arrangement
for government, rule, and . Membership includes freedomes,

______ ,protection, and ,
2. Psalm 147:12-20; Isaiah 63:7-9; Amos 3:2, Ezekiel 16:6-14

C. Without the
1. Strangers/foreigners to promise and blessings of the fathers (Abraham, Issac, & Jacob)

a. nation Gen. 26:4, 23, Gen. 15:18; 17:8, Gen.
15:5,

b. protection Deut. 7:20-24, blessings of , herd, flock, Deut. 6:11;
7:12-15, 11:13-15; 28:4-6

c. and Gen. 15:14; Deut. 6:10-11, 28:11-13.

D. Without
1. Romans 9:30 - Gentiles had not pursued
2. 1 Corinthians 1:21a - not able to find God in their
3. Romans 1:18-32 - had the knowledge of God

E. Without God
1. Rom. 1:18ff- had refused God, Idols were no gods, no access to spiritual world or life,
no prayer, alone
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[I1. OnePoint in Rememberingis v. 1318

A. For that separation being removed. The law is referred to here as...
1. the , the dividing wall, the (2), the law of
commandments in ordnances
B. The work of removal is two fold

1. v.14- , v.15- (nullify) it “in His flesh”, Gal. 3:13-
14; Col. 2:14
2. v.15-16-made two into .” Created a new body

3. v.17-18- peace preached between men as well as with God
V. What Application Does ThisHave Today?

A. We are Still the Same Today, Before We Obey the Gospel

1. without - Hebrews 5:9; John 8:31, 15:14; Mark 16:16
2. without - the church, Christ’s organization - Ephesians 1:22-23; 1
Corinthians 12:13
3. without - Acts 2:38; Ephesians 5:26-27, Titus 3:5
4. without - John 8:24; Acts 4:12
5. without - John 14:6
B. We Should Heed Paul’s Word to “Remember”
1. to warn the of where they stand
2. to warn the not to go back to this
3. to help us reconciliation that is in Christ by His blood.
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